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Enterprise Joseph Lions Gear Swap
(see page 12)

Elgin Lions Hear About Cochlear Implants
(see page 22)

 French Prairie Centennial Lions 
Hold First Service Project

(see page 13)
One Worldwide Week of Service

(see page 21)

LIONS = SERVICE



  March 2016 marks the anniversary of another 
year in Lionism.  It’s great to be a part of a network 
of Lions who are recognized as the greatest service 
organization worldwide! Indeed, your club continues 
in the excellent tradition of service and pride under 
the banner of Lionism.

March
 Cottage Grove March 13, 1924
 Salem West March 04, 1942
 Burns March 27, 1942
 Jacksonville March 16, 1948
 Myrtle Creek March 18, 1948
 Riddle March 23, 1948
 Canyonville March 24, 1948
 Creswell March 30, 1948
 Mapleton March 29, 1950
 Portland Lloyd March 03, 1960
 Medford North March 27, 1968
 Tualatin March 06, 1973
 Silver Lake March 06, 1975
 Applegate March 26, 1975
	 Springfield	Mohawk	 March	08,	1976
 Sprague River March 13, 1978
 Ptld Oaks Bottom March 27, 2003
 Arlington March 05, 2010
 Umatilla March 29, 2010

ANNIVERSARIES

The Oregon Lion Website:
www.md36lionsclubs.org
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MONTHLY CALENDARS

March
4-5 District G Convention - The Dalles - 
 Columbia Gorge Discovery Center, 5100   
 Discovery Dr.
10 The Oregon Lion article deadline (for   
 April issue)
17 OLSHF Webinar @ 11am
18-19  District E Convention - Medford - Ramada  
    Medford and Conv. Center
April
4 Eyeglass Sorting Party - Keizer - Keizer   
 Lions Hall @ 6pm 
11 The Oregon Lion article deadline (for May  
 issue)
13 Keep the Promise Breakfast - Eugene - 
 Valley River Inn @ 7am
15-17  Follies - TBA @ 7:30pm
    Follies on the 17th begins at 2pm
21 OLSHF Webinar @ 11am
21-23  Follies - TBA @ 7:30pm

MEETINGS

EVENTS

March
4 OLSHF Trustee meeting - The Dalles - 
 Columbia Gorge Discovery Center, 5100   
 Discovery Dr. @ 9am
 Council of Governors meeting - The Dalles -   
 Columbia Gorge Discovery Center, 5100   
 Discovery Dr. @ 1pm
9 MHSP Committee meeting - OLSHF @ 10am
 Patient Care Committee meeting - OLSHF   
 @ noon
15 Resource Development Committee meeting -  
 OLSHF @ noon
17  DGE Training - TBA
20 District E Cabinet meeting - Medford - 
 SOLSHC @ 9am
28 SOLSHC Board meeting - Medford  @ 6pm
April 
13 Keep the Promise Breakfast - Eugene - Valley  
 River Inn - TBD
 Patient Care Committee meeting - OLSHF @  
 noon
16 District O Cabinet meeting - Sandy - Oral Hull
 Foundation @ 9am
 District G Cabinet meeting - Hood River - TBA



Chuck La Tourrette 
R) 541.956.0965
C) 541.264.0437

towers7@charter.net
Spouse: Margie
Website: md36lionsclubs.org

Council Chair News

Are You Moving? Have You Moved?
 We need a couple of days to change your ad-
dress. Please give us your old address, as well as 
your new one, by attaching a label from a recent 
issue of The Oregon Lion  in the space shown.

Attach Your Address Label Here

Mail entire form to:
The Oregon Lion

1075 Washington Street #212
Eugene, OR 97401

  Name (print)
  New Address
  City        State  Zip
  Old Address
  Club

 DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS

Page

46 Eagle Point Lions Club - new Club 
 address:  2045 Lawnridge St., Medford,
 OR  97504
54 Pendleton Lions Club - meeting time
 changed to 1st & 3rd Thursday @ noon
 Three Sisters Lions Club - new meeting   
 day is 1st Thursday same place and time
89 Bryant, Peggy - new phone #541-895-2153

 In communicating with our Council, I believe each 
District is working towards improvement, yet has the 
usual challenge of membership and new club growth.  
I congratulate those Lions who have sponsored new 
Lions and those clubs which have chartered new 
Lions clubs.  We still have four months in this Lion 
year and enough time to build our membership and 
add new Lions clubs.
 I have discussed the opportunity for sponsoring 
new Champion Lions clubs with several clubs 
throughout the Multiple District and at our GMT MD 
meetings.  Working with our Special Olympics men 
and women in partnership is an important opportunity 
promoted by LCI’s Membership Department.  I 
encourage every Lions club to look at this chance 
to sponsor a new Champion Lions club in your 
community.  
 Several years ago the Redwood Lions Club had 
a branch Club consisting of men and women with 

developmental challenges and the members were 
the most cheerful and pleasant members of the Club.  
In addition, the new members who joined with the 
purpose to help work with the core members were 
special dedicated Lions who loved their opportunity 
to assist those who needed help.  If you or your 
club wants to look into this chance to sponsor a 
Champion Lions club, you will find special criteria on 
how to do this on the LCI web site.  Determine what 
the needs are for the new club; then get permission 
from LCI to proceed and have the local Special 
Olympics organization open to partnership with the 
Lions in your community to start the Champion Lions 
club.  I have personally started the process to partner 
with our local Special Olympics and am encouraged.
 How are you progressing with your Story Boards?  
If you have already had your conference/convention 
and did not have your board displayed for judging, 
work with your Governor to have them judged before 
the Multiple District Convention in May so your 
District will have a Story Board to be part of the final 
round of judging.
 The thought your Lions club puts into organizing 
and presenting its projects and activities on the Story 
Board is an opportunity to “goal set”, and share how 
you are going to celebrate LCI’s Centennial year.
 Plan now and think about attending the MD-36 
Convention, May 13-15, 2016 at Seven Feathers 
Casino, in Canyonville.  Celebrate this Lion year 
and help welcome in our 2016-2017 Council of 
Governors.

“Where There’s a Need There’s a Lion”
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In Memoriam: Jack Stoops

We talk a lot about legacy in the donation and trans-
plant world.  It’s often one of the reasons families cite 
as why they’re willing to undertake the process at such 
a difficult time for them – the legacy of their loved one’s 
spirit of generosity.  Legacies can take many forms, but 
what they all hold in common is the reflection of an in-
dividual’s devotion to a cause – so it is with heavy heart 
that we acknowledge the passing of our dear friend Jack 
Stoops, and the legacy of eye bank support he leaves 
behind.

We’re certain that most of you had the opportunity to 
witness first-hand Jack’s commitment to life and to the 
Lions Clubs of Oregon in his almost 30 years as a Lion 
with the Lions Sight & Hearing Foundation and Lions 
VisionGift, but we’d like to take a moment to highlight 
how that commitment helped transform the eye bank 
into what we are today.      

Jack had a great curiosity and enjoyed conversing with 
staff about the latest project.  He remembered our names and he marveled at our technician’s ability to 
process a cornea into the miracle that would restore another’s sight.  But it was Jack’s unfailing support of 
Lions VisionGift’s focus on research that helped lay the ground-work for many of the opportunities that the 
Board endorsed for LVG in the past ten years.  It is important to remember that, even now, not every eye 
bank in the US performs this important research component, so Jack’s vocal support for a research focus 
was integral in developing the consensus that allowed us to move with purpose to establish the amazing 
research program we have today.  Having dealt with glaucoma for a number of years, Jack was a champion 
for our programs that will one day help to eliminate unnecessary blindness.

Jack and his wife of 38 years, Susan, were avid sports fans – they especially enjoyed travelling to watch of 
their beloved Oregon Ducks on road trips.  Their travels took them to famous historical sights and museums 
across Europe and Asia.  In addition to his wife, he leaves behind his daughter Janelle, 3 grandchildren, 2 
great-grandchildren, and many saddened colleagues and cohorts from throughout these years.  We know 
that Jack will always be missed here at Lions VisionGift and that his contributions to what Lions VisionGift is 
today will not be lost with the passage of time.

Thank you for everything you did Jack.  You will be missed.
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This month’s companion article from the LVG leadership team – acknowledging the passing of our dear friend 
and staunch supporter, Jack Stoops – got us thinking more and more of the many forms in which we celebrate 
legacies.  Whether we draw strength from a simple memorial we interact with each day, or are inspired to start 
foundations or education campaigns in our loved one’s honor, these legacies do so much more than simply 
honor a life lost – they bring purpose and meaning to those who remain.  In that vein, we’d like to share with 
you a very special foundation, started by a 
very special family, to honor two very special 
little sisters, Anna and Abby.

Anna and Abby weren’t sisters by blood, but 
the way they loved – and annoyed – each 
other made that detail irrelevant.  Abby was as 
proud and protective of her little sister in the 
way that only older siblings know, and Anna – 
in true younger sibling fashion – had mastered 
the art of annoying older siblings with their 
love and desire to be near… all the time.  This 
technicality only warrants mentioning because 
of the unique, and heart-warming manner, by 
which Anna and Abigail supported the creation 
of their blended family.  Abby and Anna’s fami-
lies first created Love Rocks for their parent’s 
wedding in June of 2011.  The whole family spent weeks cutting out fabric hearts and affixing them to river 
rocks which were given to all the guests at the wedding, and others were marked by guests for the new family.

This is a story of legacy; and so it was that on October 20th, 2013, in the most tragic of events, Abby and Anna 
were hit by a car while playing in front of their house, they did not survive the accident.  Circumstances allowed 
for Abby’s legacy to begin that day with the donation of several life-saving organs and tissues as well as her 
corneas – a gift of life that will impact the legacies of those recipients of those around them.  Fortunately, in 
the wake of the tragedy their family has found a way to link their legacies together forever, through the estab-
lishment of the Love Rocks Community and Love-Rocks.Org.

What started as a way for friends and family to honor these special girls has grown into an international move-
ment calling on people to share love, live in the moment, and be grateful for the love that you have in your life.  
The website provides information on how to create your own love rocks, some ideas of what to do with them 
(including leaving them in public to be found by others), and stories from many people who have gained some 
degree of solace from the memorial.  Love Rocks have since been photographed at the Eifel Tower, The Great 
Wall of China, and hundreds of more private memorial spaces across the nation and around the world.

Our staff recently undertook a craft session to create hundreds of Love Rocks to honor Anna, Abby, and their 
family.  We encourage you to visit the website yourself and consider bringing awareness of this special group to 
your clubs and friends.

www.love-rocks.org

A Legacy of Love: Anna & Abby
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Sherman County Lions Increase Membership
 The Sherman County Lions Club inducted four new Lions at their diner meeting on January 30 at 
the home of their President Geremy Shull.  
 The assembled members enjoyed barbequed tri-tips with all the trimmings as well as great vittles 
brought by Club members. District Governor Paul Zastrow inducted the new Lions after the dinner 
meeting and gave Lion Geremy a special “Bumble Bee” Award for his efforts at bringing in three or 
more new Lions during the year.  
 Newly inducted Lions were Mike Smith, Anne Shull, Ryan Thompson and Kyle Blagg.  However, 
this is not all the news from Sherman County Lions. Waiting in the wings to be inducted at their 
next meeting will be new Lions Jeremy Mark, Jeff Kaser and Wes Owens.  With all these great new 
Lions, the Sherman County Lions Club is truly growing and is better able to serve the needs in this 
rural county.  This is almost a 50% increase in membership and President Geremy says he is not 
finished recruiting!

submitted by DG Paul Zastrow

(l-r) Lions Geremy Shull, Anne Shull and 
DG Paul Zastrow

(l-r) Lions Geremy Shull, Kyle Blagg and 
DG Paul Zastrow

(l-r) Lions Geremy Shull, Mike Smith and 
DG Paul Zastrow

(l-r) Lions Geremy Shull and 
Ryan Thompson (l-r) Lion Geremy Shull receives Bumble 

Bee Award from DG Paul Zastrow
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Eugene Downtown Lions Toast with Wine
  “In vino veritas.” That famous Latin saying translates as “In wine, truth”.  The 
truth of the matter is that a group of Eugene Downtown Lions had a lot of fun and 
drank some wine. What kind of event brought these Club members together?  
Well, a wine gathering seemed to work quite well. The Club held the event at 
Capitello Wine on Charnelton Street in downtown Eugene on the evening of 
February 9. 

     The idea came from Lion Adam Schulz who 
also made all of the arrangements for the 
event with the owners of Capitello Wine. He 
provided a cheese tray with crackers and 
meat. Lion Jim Origliosso bought a case 
of red wine and a case of white wine so 
that the participants wouldn’t have to pay 
for their wine. Lion Jim was on vacation in 
Hawaii so he wasn’t able to be there with 
the group. Capitello has a variety of wines 
and had a no-host bar where they offered 
some of their finest for 
tasting and toasting. 

 About 30 Lions 
and guests spent time socializing between 4 pm and 7pm. It 
was a bit like an open house gathering where people came 
and spent as much time as they had available.  This was 
definitely not a fundraising event, but strictly planned as a fun 
evening for Lions and guests to enjoy each other’s company. 
If, however, one of the non-Lion guests enjoyed the company 
so much that they were interested in becoming a member of 
the Eugene Downtown Lions Club that would be an extra-
added bonus. We’re all looking forward to whatever fun event 
our Fundraising/Membership Committees plan in the future.

submitted by Tim Chuey, PR Chair
photos by Karen Norton

Enjoying wine and fellowship

(l-r) Lion LM Reese and Lion Wayne 
Musgrove chatting

Thanks to Capitello Wine for 
their hospitality

(l-r) Lions Craig Ford and Isaac Sullivan enjoying 
a glass of wine together



District O Governor Column
Hank Calhoun (Lynn)
R) 503.397.4436
C) 503.369.3351
•  hlcalhoun@comcast.net
Website: www.lionsoforegon.net
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   District O - Northwest  - North Coast

District R Governor Column
Chuck Blanchard (Joan)
R) 541.689.3952 
C) 541.814.2869
•  ceblanchard71@gmail.com
Website: www.lionsclubs36r.org

 District R -  Willamette Valley - Central Coast   

 Spring is here and it is time to look for 
opportunities to serve those in need.  Spring 
is a time for growth in nature, but we should 
remember it is also a great time for growth in 
both service and membership.  All members of a 
Lions club should believe it is their responsibility 
to think of new ways to serve.  Clubs must not 
stagnate in regard to the way they serve, but 
continue to be open to new ideas.  If members in 
your club are having a hard time coming up with 
new ideas, please attend a District Convention, 
Zone meeting, or check on the Lions Clubs 
International web sight to get help.  
 If your club is having a hard time getting 
new members, let others help.  Our Global 
Membership Team Coordinator, PCC David 
Rich, has put together a user-friendly way to 
increase membership.  Your Zone and District 
stand ready to help, but the club must ask for 
the help first.  Next, each member of the club 
needs to encourage new members and new 
ideas.  Lions are about building and maintaining 
relationships with other like-minded people while 
finding ways to serve those in need.  We as 
Lions need to treat all people with dignity, while 
working in harmony with others.  Together we 
can change the life of others.
 Finally, it is time to start thinking about new 
Lions officers.  Each club should be having 
elections in the spring.  New members and 
officers will be able to be a positive part of a 
Lions club if they receive proper training and 
support.  Lions International and District Lions 
stand ready to support all new members and 
officers.  Again we are here to support Lions 
clubs, not to tell them what they must do.   
Please take advantage of the opportunities that 
are available to clubs.

It is a Great Day to be a LION!

 I am writing this right after the District 36R 
Conference held on February 6. I am happy to 
report that the Conference was a great success. 
In spite of having use of only the main floor of the 
Wheelhouse Events Center due to a scheduling 
error, we were able to make the space available 
work extremely well. The forums and seminars 
were excellent and our guests, International 
Director “Bob” Lubin and his wife Michelle, were 
a wonderful addition to our District 36R and 
Multiple District Lions. 
 I want to recognize the Lions who worked 
on planning the Conference and making sure 
it came off in a very professional manner. I 
particularly want to thank Chairman Tom Hilgers 
and Co-Chair Marva Rohla. Unfortunately, 
Lion Marva was forced to resign from the 
Committee shortly before the Conference due 
to health issues, but her contributions are 
greatly appreciated. I also want to recognize the 
other members of the Committee: Lions Terry 
and Roger Wylie, District Governor-Elect Judy 
Kauffman, Linda Stent, Carleene Iverson, Lou 
Amerson and Jadie DeLille Wright. I owe every 
member of the Committee a special note of 
thanks for a job well done.
 District 36R will have two Lions attend the 
Emerging Lions Leadership Institute (ELLI). 
Lions Dori Showell from Central Lions and Jadie 
DeLille Wright from Albany East Lions applied 
and were accepted to ELLI which will be held in 
Denver in March. I think this is pretty exciting. 
The Institute will have top notch presentations 
done by LCI’s best instructors. In addition, they 
will meet Lions from all over the United States. I 
believe it is a wonderful opportunity. I know they 
will “do us proud”. Needless to say, we will use 
Dori’s and Jadie’s skills in their clubs and in the 
District. Congratulations to both Dori and Jadie. 
Well done!  
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District G Governor Column
Paul Zastrow, PDG
R) 541.354.1002  
C) 503.754.4318  
•  pzastrow@gorge.net    
Website: www.oregonlions36g.org

District E Governor Column
Wes King (Carol)
R) 541.469.2387  
C) 541.661.3129
• wgking71@hotmail.com      
Website: www.districtelions.org

   District E -  Southern - South Coast
     District G -  Central - Eastern Oregon

 With almost all visitations to Lions clubs in District 
36-E completed, I now have the opportunity to work 
closely with any of our clubs that desire to increase 
their membership and the number of services they are 
able to provide.  Unfortunately, we have lost two clubs 
in District 36-E this year: London Peak Lions Club and 
Tri City Lions Club have closed due mostly to lack of 
membership.   Looking around the United States, this 
is a serious problem.  Alaska and California, just to 
mention two states, are suffering serious decreases in 
membership, as well.
 I would like draw an analogy between Lions clubs 
and the web created by a master spider.  Our industri-
ous spider spends a long time building its web, carefully 
choosing and anchoring the structure to strong anchor 
points.  In our Lions clubs we are all part of the strong 
anchor points.  Each one of us, as in the spider’s web, 
is an extremely important anchor point.  Just like the 
spider’s web, when an anchor point fails the web loses 
strength and functionality.  In our clubs, when we lose a 
member, a similar reaction is inevitable.  The club is not 
as strong as it was and with fewer members our abil-
ity to provide the excellent services for those in need 
suffers and often precludes our ability to provide these 
services.  I cannot overstress the importance of each 
and every member of our Lions clubs.  As leaders, it is 
up to us to ensure all members know they are valuable 
and extremely important to the organization.  It is up to 
us to ensure that each member has the opportunity to 
serve and is provided the opportunity to be involved in 
developing service projects. Retention of members is 
the goal.
 When the need arises for the spider to increase the 
size of its web to become more effective, new anchor 
points must be included.  Just like our Lions clubs, 
when we see the need to increase the services we 
provide, we must increase our membership.  Thus new 
anchor points.   New members must be found.  More 
people need to be given the opportunity to help serve 
the community.  In order to get these new members, 
we must show potential members the need for services 
and “ask” them to stand with us to provide these need-
ed services.

Waves of Lionism

 March brings the end of various District Conventions 
and the real prep work for the MD Convention in May 
begins!  I hope that many clubs and good working Lions 
took advantage of attending their own District Convention 
and plan to attend the Multiple District event as well.  The 
We Serve demonstrates what learning and sharing our 
strengths, interests and energies can accomplish.  The 
District G Convention is either about to happen or is a fond 
memory of the immediate past.  How time gets away from 
us. It seems, as we get a bit more experienced (never 
older), it marches by at warp speed!
 As a District we have lost clubs, lost and gained mem-
bers and have several clubs needing assistance.  With 
the help of great Lions with positive energy and hearts of 
serving, we shall endure these hardships!  Let us each 
do what we can to encourage membership growth. In 
Sherman County, Lion President Geremy Shull has ac-
complished just that.  He brought in seven new Lions this 
year to date.  What a charge to induct four at his home on 
January 30 when the Club met for a dinner of barbequed 
tri-tip!  
 We must remember that when we do bring in a new 
Lion, we may be changing the direction of our own club.  
We have to truly nourish our ‘cub’ to become what they 
want to be, a positive and reliable Lion in spirit, mind and 
action.  Modeling what we stand for, giving the opportu-
nity to serve and be heard is important for consideration.  
Think how we can make our communities better places to 
work, live and play.  Then act on the how to make it better 
for all!
 We longtime Lions also need to learn more about the 
social media and its role in promoting Lionism.  From 
Lions University  and taking ‘classes’ to communication 
with each other though Face Book, twitter, email and other 
avenues, we can no longer plead ignorance of its impor-
tance.  Our world, although seemingly large, is but an 
instant away.  The younger generation understands that 
the world is a place not only to behold, but to experience!  
We must have the foresight to try to manage and embrace 
these changes as they come, and not to fight it as a battle.  
Along those lines, can we find the time or energy to host 
a youth from another country or even send someone 
abroad?  
 Lastly, many thanks to those clubs who have hosted 
our visits and for those yet to come. Keep the fires burn-
ing.  The camaraderie I see and experience at times is 
overwhelming, but always very rewarding to see what 
clubs do to make District G all it can be!.  
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You, Me and Diabetes!

Hello Everyone,
 By the time you are reading this article we will be on the threshold of spring and looking 
forward to being more physically active in the great Oregon outdoors. What a beautiful state we live, 
work and play in. If we haven’t been exercising, this increased activity could cause us some pain, 
so I would encourage you to quit procrastinating and loosen up so you feel the joy that comes with 
being able to participate in the wonders that surround. By increasing our energy, the benefits gained 
from faithful exercise can help us participate even more. The following is a great little article. If the 
knowledge it provides is followed with vim and vigor, you will enhance the opportunities that are 
extended us. Enjoy!

My Doctor Told Me I Have Prediabetes.
What Do I Do Now?

 You may have been pre-approved for a loan, seen a movie preview or pre-boarded your 
flight. In those cases, earlier is better. But that’s not true of prediabetes.
 Doctors also call this condition by a more technical name: “impaired glucose tolerance.” But 
in plain English, it’s not good news. Your blood sugar levels are high, however not high enough 
to count as diabetes, but high enough to put you at risk. If you don’t act now, you may develop 
diabetes and maybe heart disease as well.
 To evaluate your progress, your doctor will probably test you for diabetes again in a year or 
two. In the meantime, there’s a lot to you can do to bring your readings down.
 Start with your waistline. If you’re overweight or obese, losing just 5 to 10% of your body 
weight can prevent prediabetes from turning into diabetes. In some cases, it can completely reverse 
prediabetes and return your blood sugar to normal levels.
 Let’s say you weigh 200 pounds. That means dropping 10 to 20 of those pounds can 
dramatically improve your health. I’m guessing you won’t miss them!
 How do you get there? Two ways: diet and exercise.
 Making healthy food choices can seem overwhelming. But start small. Eat an extra helping of 
fresh veggies, fruit, or whole grains each day. Drink one fewer soda and skip that serving of chips.
 Now, let’s talk about the exercise side of the equation. Physical activity not only helps with 
weight loss, it also improves your body’s ability to use the hormone insulin to control your blood 
sugar.
 As for your diet, start where you are. If you haven’t been active recently, aim to do 5 to 10 
minutes of something fun like walking, swimming, or dancing. Build up to at least 30 to 60 minutes 
every day. Eventually, you’ll create a diabetes prevention plan you can live with and even enjoy.

article is a reprint by Reed V. Tuckson, MD

The reason a dog has so many friends is that he wags his tail instead of his tongue!

MD36 Diabetes Chairman, PCC Charles Tate
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Eugene Downtown Lions Clean Their Closets
 The Eugene Downtown Lions Club is spearheading a clothing drive for the needy. Partnering 
with the organization “Clothes for the Cause”, the object is to collect gently used clothing in large 

amounts for profit.  The poster explains the items that will be accepted. 
The organization pays for the clothing by-the-pound. The Club needs 
to collect at least 
500 pounds of used 
clothing to get the 
base rate. The hope 
is to collect enough 
plastic bags full of 
clothing to get the 
higher rate of pay back 
to the Club. One of 
the Club members, 
Lion Alice Bender, 
offered her garage as 
a staging area to store the bags of clothes as they are collected until 

the big collection day on February 23, a change from the original date 
posted. Lion Jim Origliosso took charge of the project and has pitched the program to the Club 
members and other clubs in the area for their support. To kick-off the drive, Lion Jim had attendees 

at the Club’s January 29th meeting ready to play a 
G-Rated game of “strip poker.” As they entered the 
meeting, each person was given a playing card. When 
the meeting was underway, everyone was asked to 
hold up the card they had.  The person at each table 
with the lowest card had 
to surrender a piece of 
clothing for the cause. Just 
so nobody actually had to 
strip we were all told at 
the previous meeting to 
bring an item of used 

clothing so that we could play the game without embarrassment.  After 
the meeting those of us who brought bags of clothing put them in Lion 
Jim’s pickup truck to be delivered to the garage. Lion Jim passed out 
a sign-up sheet at each meeting for those who needed to have the 
bags picked up at their homes. Again Lion Jim graciously has offered 
his services as the collection guy using his own pickup truck. The word 
about the project is being spread by the use of social media on the 
Club’s Facebook page and a special project Facebook page, as well as 
by word-of-mouth.
 The final pickup date is Tuesday February 23rd from 4-6 pm at North Eugene High School, 200 
Silver Lane, Eugene. That day all of the bags will be brought from the garage to North Eugene by 
volunteer members of the Downtown Lions Club and anyone else who wishes to help.

submiited by Tim Chuey,Publicity Chairman

Clothes For The Cause Poster

(l-r) Lion Adam Schulz gives 
Lion Jim Origliosso an article 
of clothing

(l-4) Lion Bob Hixson and Lion Jim Origliosso load the 
pickup with bags of clothes brought to the meeting

The pile of clothes in Alice Bender’s garage gets 
bigger
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Enterprise/Joseph Lions Club Stays Active
 The State of the Union message earlier this month prompted thinking about the work that the 
Enterprise Joseph Lions Club accomplished over the last year.  
 In addition to other community assistance projects, it turned out to be our biggest sight and hearing 
year ever in terms of the number of residents provided with glasses.  Around $9,000 went towards 62 
pairs glasses and other sight services.  To support our efforts we had three major fundraising events and 
two of the three resulted as we had planned.  
 Our spring effort found us reformatting our traditional yard 
sale into a sporting goods gear swap.  Lions Paul and Penny 
graciously provided their business location to host the event 
as well as a lot of old gear to supplement what our community 
brought in to sell.  If was fun and successful.  
 Next we set our sights on the opportunity that Cycle Oregon 
brings to our community every few years.  We signed up to take 
care of the cleanup and garbage disposal from their campsite 
at Wallowa Lake State Park.  We also planned to put on a 
salmon feast in Joseph to try and catch some hungry cyclists 
looking for a very special meal.  Captain Joe put an admirable 
effort into providing us with enough of the best salmon in the PNW, fresh from the Columbia.  The Club 
worked hard to prepare for the meal but fires on the south end of the Wallowa Mountains halted Cycle 
Oregon’s progress and they were not able to ride to Joseph.  A quick reorganization allowed us to auction 
off much of our preparations. We really want to give a huge thanks to Cycle Oregon for paying us for our 
commitment to them for the cleanup work even though they didn’t make it to camp.  We had counted on 
that money and greatly appreciate their contribution to our Club.  
  The Club then really outdid itself with the biggest effort 

we have ever attempted for a fundraiser.  We entered into a 
fuel reduction project 
agreement with the 
State and thinned over 
20 acres on land owned 
by the County and 
managed by our Club.  
Sorry PDG Gerald, we 
know you wanted help 
to plant a millions trees 
but we ended up cutting 
thousands instead.  The 

average age of the Enterprise Joseph Lions Club thinning crew was 
around 60.  The crew was led to success by Lion of the Year Willie 
Locke.  Much appreciation goes to the Club for all the hard work 
we accomplished in 2015.  It’s going to be hard to top these successes in 2016, but we are off to a great 
start.  
 At our Annual Holiday/New Year’s Celebration meeting, we raised $900 from our gift auction/exchange 
event that will be dedicated toward hearing assistance needs in our community.  Thanks to all the 
members for all that they have done. It’s amazing what this small Club can get done.

submitted by Jerry Hustafa

Lion of the Year Willie Locke at 
Club holiday party

Lion Vice President Charlie Kissinger trying to 
keep up with Lion of the Year Willie Locke

Most of the crew at our Gear Swap

French Prairie Centennial Lions Held First Service Project
 The new French Prairie Centennial Lions Club completed their first 
community service project in early February by providing sight screen-
ings to all 2000+ students in the North Marion School District.
 The Club screened elementary school students on Feb. 10, the mid-
dle school on February 11 and the high school on Feb. 12 according to 
Club Sight and Hearing Co-chair Roy Griffin.          
  A first grader told Club members, “you can’t fool me, I 
know you are checking my eyes,” Lion Roy reported.   He said a 7th 
grade student stated he had never had his eyes checked.   Students 

from a health 
class, who had 
been studying 
sight examina-
tions, could not 
believe how 
quickly individ-
ual screenings 
took place.
    The School 
District has a large number of students who qual-
ify for the free or reduced price lunch program.  
Screenings have not occurred in the District for 
several years according to Lion Roy.

     French Prairie has plans to provide sight screenings for all incoming Kindergarten students at the 
School District’s Roundup on April 7.  At that time screenings will be offered to parents as well.
 Additional plans are for screenings to be offered during the District’s back to school Open House on 
August 31.  Lion Roy indicates that plans are to offer the screening to both students and parents at that 
time.  

submitted by Jim Jaggers

French Prairie Lions Roy Griffin and Matt Jaggers screening the 
eyes of two of the volunteer students during the screening of all 
2000+ students in the North Marion School District in early 
February

The French Prairie Lions Club re-
ceived some extra community pub-
licity from the North Marion School 
District’s reader board which ran 
for one week prior to and during the 
school screenings

     The Elgin Lions Club recently supported the 
Community Center with two new large six foot 
tables.  Under the chairmanship of Elma Jean 
Wilhelm, the Club made the donation along with 
three additional tables from the Elgin Social Club, 
Friends of the Community and Women’s Service 
organization. 

submitted by Gerald Hopkins 

Elgin Purchased Tables for Community Center

Looking over one of the new tables in the Community Center 
are Daryl Hawes, Elma Jean Wilhelm and Jared Rogers
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Attention Lady Lions

	 April	30,	2016	will	herald	the	first	ever	District	36	R	
Women’s	Symposium	entitled	Opportunities for a Better Life. 
Supported	by	District	36	R,	 Lions	Clubs	International	and	
the	Oregon	Lions	Sight	and	Hearing	Foundation,	this	one-
day		event		will		feature		an		exciting		array		of		speakers		on		
topics		of	relevance	to	today’s	women.	In	addition	to	keynote	
speaker	noted	author	and	columnist	Bob	Welch,	we	will	hear	
from	Linda	Burden	Williams	on	Building Mind Muscle and 
Lindy	Smith	on	Nutrition and Exercise for a Healthy Life. 
Debra	Weinman	 from	 the	Alzheimer’s	Association,	Danielle	
Oar	 from	 the	Music	Therapy	Refuge	and	representatives	
from	the	Oregon	Lions	Sight	and	Hearing	Foundation	round	
out	the	speakers	for	this	event.	To	facilitate	your	participation,	
a	registration	form	for	this	event	is	included	below.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR A BETTER LIFE
A Women’s Symposium

Saturday, April 30, 2016
Wheeler Pavilion, Lane Events Center

Eugene, Oregon 97404

REGISTRATION
Deadline: April 24, 2016 for guaranteed registration. Reservations made after 
this date will not be guaranteed a lunch.
Registrant information:
First name       Last name                                              
Address                                                                                                     
City/State/Zip                                                                                             
Telephone             E-mail                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Registration Fee: $15.00 Cash or Check made to: District 36R Women’s Symposium 
Mail form and payment to: District 36R Women’s Symposium, PO Box 4211. Salem, 
OR 97302
Information: 541.547.4632 or 503.361.7285
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Gator Thoughts =  A collection of thoughts that rattle around in my head. Sometimes they slip out  
   for no apparent reason. Sorry!
 Here it is the 22nd of February and vision screening is just now starting to slow down.  Since the 
11th of September until now we have had, wait for it, 160,543 vision screenings in 523 schools!!!  
Last year we screened just over 139,000 and we thought we had reached the top of the world.  We 
still have some vision screening to do so the total will continue to go up. 
  While we were setting new records, we had a few other numbers that are astounding as well.  
We have averaged around 6,000 screenings a week and that is a lot of kids. However in one week 
in November, we screened 15,229 kids in 43 schools around the state of Oregon.  Wait! What??  
That is about one-half of the total number of screenings we did in an entire year about three years 
ago, before we started using the Spot machines!  The next number is the one that blows me away.  
Of the 160,543 vision screenings, about 10.2% were referrals, or 16,532 referrals!! 
 It is important to note here that most of these numbers would not have happen if we, (The 
Oregon Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation) did not have a great and dedicated number of staff 
members all around the State.  I congratulate them on a job well done.  If you see one of them 
around the State, please let them know how much they are appreciated.  
 We have started screening the few hearing screenings we will do this year in the Hillsboro area 
schools.  We should screen about 14,000 kids in about 23 schools.  We are hoping that somewhere 
in the future we will be able to get back to doing more hearing screenings but with the growth of the 
vision program we just don’t have the funds to do more hearing screenings right now.   
I Believe;
 I am sure that everything that I can’t find is in a safe secure place,  somewhere.
 I am wrinkled, saggy, lumpy and that is just my left leg!
 I’m having trouble remembering simple words like __ ?
 I am beginning to realize that aging is not for wimps.
 I am sure that they are making adults much younger these days!
 I’m a walking storeroom of facts. I’ve just lost the key to the storeroom door.

I Wonder;
 When did they let kids become policemen?
 They say you are only as old as you feel.  How could I be alive at 150?

Gator Thoughts

………  To be continued  See ya later - Wally Gator



 Spot MythBusters
Those of us that enjoyed the 
TV show “MythBusters” were 
saddened by the news that the 
long-running program has come 

to an end after 14 seasons. MythBusters generat-
ed a loyal following by putting cliches, myths, and 
urban legends to the test, often in a humorous 
way. Exactly how hard is it to find a needle in a hay-
stack? Can water dripping on your forehead real-
ly drive you nuts? These were just a couple of the 
thousands of “myths” that the show would find 
out which were true and which were not.

An issue that is somewhat of a “myth” here in MD-
36 Lionism is that our Spot vision photo screeners 
are available for use for adult vision screenings. The 
reality is that our 34 Spots are dedicated for use in 
MHSP school screening events where, to date, they 
have helped Lions and your Foundation screen over  

160,000 students this school year through the 
month of February. The SPOT devices use screen-
ing technology that was developed to capture 
health issues in the developing eye and are per-
fect for children in a school setting with a “capture 
rate” of a successful screening result of over 99%. 

While it is true that the SPOT devices can capture 
results for adults pertaining to Myopia (nearsight-
edness) and Hyperopia (farsightedness), the cap-
ture rate isn’t nearly as successful - around 50% as 
far as we can tell. More importantly, SPOT does 
not screen for critical vision health issues that 
can develop in adults such as macular degenera-
tion and diabetic retinopothy. We are reluctant to 
screen adults and send them off with a positive 
result when in fact they may have a serious vision 
health issue that is undetected. 

This may not be as amazing as the reality that den-
tal floss actually can cut through prison bars as 
on MythBusters, but we hope you’ll agree that it 
makes sense to use the SPOT devices on children 
only. 

 
Show Your PRIDE Today!
Do me a favor and take the fol-
lowing test to see if we have 
something in common:

Do you believe in Service to Oth-
ers and helping those in need?

Do you have a budget that limits your ability to give 
charitably?

If you could help someone’s sight or hearing in a 
significant way, would you?

If you answered “yes” to all three of these ques-
tions then you’re like me: you want to make a differ-
ence in people’s lives but need to stay within your 
means to do so. For people like us, the Foundation’s 
monthly recurring gift program - we call it the PRIDE 
program - is a great fit.

By making a monthly “recurring” donation a PRIDE 
donor can make a significant difference in some-
one’s life. Here’s how it works: For as little as $5 a 
month - about the cost of one cup of coffee, right? - 
a PRIDE member’s donation provides new eyeglass-
es for two people in need. 

That’s right, over the course of 12 months the donor 
is providing $60 to OLSHF, which is enough to make 
two pair of single lens eyeglasses through our new 
LEAP optical finishing lab. Isn’t that great?

Here are other examples:

For $10 a month - about the price of a movie - a PRIDE 
member provides the cost of a brand new hearing 
aid for someone in need through the ROAR! Hearing 
Aid program.

For $25 a month a PRIDE member provides vision 
screenings for over 125 Oregon school children - or 
new eyeglasses for 10 people in need!

For $50 a month a PRIDE donor provides avastin 
injections to stave off blindness for a patient with 
diabetic retinopathy.

For $100 a month a PRIDE member can actually re-
store the sight of a person in need through a Patient 
Care surgery.

You can decide how much a monthly recurring gift 
will be - something that fits in your budget - and the 
Foundation will work with you to make the gift se-
curely on a monthly basis. 

For more information, I hope you’ll contact Nicole 
at Nick@OLSHF.org or at 503-413-7329 today.

OREGON LIONS SIGHT & HEARING FOUNDATION
Carleene Iverson

Chair
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Doug Thompson
Executive Director
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GIFTS & MEMORIALS
Supporters

Lion Sentinel: $1,00 - $2,499
Central Lions Club
East Albany Lions Club
Glen Guttormsen
Junction City Lions Club
Lion Tamer: $500 - $999
Cascade Lions Club
Bud & Brenda Wilkinson
Lion Patron: $100-$499
Gene Christian
Gardiner Reedsport Lions Club
Jefferson Lions Club
Warren King
W. Gregg & A. Carol Monroe
Network for Good
Prospect Lioness Club
South Salem Lions Club
Lion Donor: Up to $99
Brenda Anderson
Kaitlin Anderson
Wally & Joyce Anderson
Roy & Teresa Chandler
Brent & Kelly Culver
George & Emunda Harding
Thomas & Paula Hilgers
James & Susan Jaggers
Junction City Leos Club
Brad King
Barry Olson
Doug Thompson
Mary Lee Turner
Dan & Debi Vodvarka

In Honor
Gift In Honor of Norm Berstrand
Rockaway Lions Club

Gift In Honor of Ellen Coconauer
Rockaway Lions Club

Gift In Honor of Craig Jackson
Michael & Mary Regan

Memorials
Gift In Memory of Bob Bany
Kay Bartel
Stanley & Julia Schwabauer

Gift In Memory of Glenn Beier
Florence & Bruce Beier
The Bohlander Family Trust
Myraid III LLC

Memorials (cont.)

Gift In Memory of Doris 
Christofferson Bierer & Earl 
   William Bierer
Kenneth & Barbara Long

Gift In Memory of Leila Bostwick
Quantum Data Solutions

Gift In Memory of Ralph Cobb
Wes Lee & Susan Reynolds

Gift In Memory of Jean Klooster
Keno Lions Club

Gift In Memory of Kathleen Osling
Judy & Cy Kauffman

Gift In Memory of Don Potter
George ‘Jake’ Jacobssen

Gift In Memory of Ken Schiedel
Jeanne Petersen

Gift In Memory of Christine Sorenson
Roger & Paula Trueax

Gift In Memory of Jack Stoops
Central Lions Club

Gift In Memory of John and  
   Jack Stoops
Kenneth & Barbara Long

Gift In Memory of Bob & Bev Thoman
Betty Roberts

Gift In Memory of Mary 
   Wainamo-Morris
Astoria Lioness Club

MHSP Sponsors
Arco Iris Spanish Immersion School
Astor Elementary School
Black Butte Elementary
Central Linn School District
Central Lions Club
Clatskaine Elementary
Community Action Agency
Compassion Connect inc.
Hispanic Advisory Committee
Lake Oswego School District
LaPine Lions Club
Living Hope Church
Multnomah Dental Society
Portland Legacy Lions Club
Prineville Lions Club

MHSP Sponsors (cont.)

Swallowtail School
Trillium Charter School
Trinity Lutheran School
Zion Lutheran School
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde
Forest River. Inc
Nancie Rogers, Windemere Real Estate
OrePac Building Products
Willamette Educational Service District

PRIDE Donors
(Recurring Donors)

Brenda Anderson 
John Anderson 
Raymond Andrieu
Rod & Debbie Bach 
Charles Blanchard
Carol & Doug Brink 
Gerald Caldwell
Kent Calvin 
Hank Calhoun
Debi Castor
Rennie Cleland
Allison Culver
Jo Hallam 
Thomas & Paula Hilgers 
Carleene Iverson
Brad King
Keith Price & Denise Lukens
Brian & Sherri Rangitsch
David & Penny Rich
Dale & Sharon Rollins
Dixie Sexton
Al & Becky Scott
Jason Shaner
Colan Slaght
Sherril & Irv Smith
Doug Thompson
Dr. Steven Tronnes
Roger & Paula Trueax 
Paul Zastrow

LEAP Lab Sponsors
Beaverton Lions Club
Bend Sunrise Lions Club
Dallas Lions Club

Contributions listed include gifts received 
1/16/16 to 2/15/16 only. Every effort is 
made to ensure this list is accurate. We 
appreciate you bringing  corrections to our 

attention by emailing Info@OLSHF.org.



Gary Bell joined the Illinois Valley Lions Club 43 years 
ago, in 1973. For almost 20 years, he has served as 
the club’s Sight & Hearing Chair. Gary has been in-
strumental in home interviews; he and his co-chair, 
John LaRue, visit applicants in their homes to put 
themselves in the client’s shoes and see how they 
live. 

“We see all kinds of people,” Gary  
explains, “we’ve visited [an applicant] 

whose place had dirt floors and  
gunnysacks on the windows. We’ve 
seen people living in buses…just all 

kinds of people and situations. When 
you do a home interview you get to 

see them in their world.” 
Gary speculates that he has probably conducted al-
most 1,000 home interviews during his time as Sight 
& Hearing Chair. Think about that for a moment…
around 1,000 people that Gary has sat across from, 
face to face, serving as a conduit to much needed 
sight or hearing assistance. 

Gary is well known in his community by the people 
he’s helped. Gary recounts, “[When] I walk down 
the street, people see me and grab their glasses 
frames and wiggle them at me…I even occasionally 
get hugs!” 

We at OLSHF strive to encourage Lions Clubs to 
foster and nurture strong relationships with local 

providers, exact-
ly what Gary and 
the Illinois Valley 
Lions Club handle 
so well. Their club 
has worked with 
the Eye Care Group 
in Grants Pass and 
Cave Junction since 
the 70’s, a partner-
ship which offers 
eye exams and 
eyeglasses at a re-
duced cost. 

The Illinois Valley 
Lions Club raises 
their community 
funds through a 
very successful La-
bor Day Festival 
each year. The 3-day event hosts Tuff Truck races, 
the Illinois Valley “Lion Burger” stand, baseball tour-
naments, and various vendors selling goods. The 
club also raffles off a brand new Harley Davidson 
motorcycle at $100.00 a ticket, (only 300 tickets in 
drawing). 

When asked what has motivated Gary to be Sight & 
Hearing Chair for so long, he simply replied “because 
I enjoy helping people.” 

Thank you for all you do Gary!
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SIGHT & HEARING CHAIR “SPOTLIGHT”

JUST ANOTHER DAY AT THE OFFICE

Lion Gary Bell 
Illinois Valley Lions Club 

Your foundation is working hard 
to serve people in need of sight 
or hearing saving care every day. 
What follows is a selection of 
what was done during just one 
day, in no particular order, we:

• Screened hundreds of chil-
dren’s vision at four different 
events.

• Received a picture from a 
school screening.

• Drafted materials for the 
upcoming Board of Trustees 
meeting.

• Processed approvals of over 
40 requests for exams and 
eyeglass gift certificates with 
the accompanying letters for 
the Lions Club, the applicant, 
and the provider.

• Filled out a ‘logic model’ for 
an upcoming grant request.

• Sent thank you letters to re-
cent event partners

• Updated our MHSP data track-
ing with the latest screening 
information.

• Produced financial reports 
for an upcoming committee 
meeting.

• Processed gifts and donor 
thank you letters.

• Hosted a current corporate 
sponsor on a tour of our offic-
es and LEAP Optical Lab. 

• Updated event information 
for over 10 training events.

• Pulled program data and do-
nation data for a report.

• Received an amazing story 
about a student helped with 

eyeglasses through the now 
statewide KEX Kids Fund.

• Researched portable options 
of diffusing or blocking light 
during vision screenings.

• Processed several awards 
requests.

• Received a thank you from a 
grandparent whose grandson 
was referred for a vision exam 
and had glasses ordered.

• Received over 30 boxes of 
eyeglasses from the King City 
Lions Club at our warehouse.

And there was so much more. 
Each day, every day your founda-
tion is working hard on behalf of 
every Lions Club in MD-36.
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PACIFIC UNIVERSITY PARTNERS WITH OLSHF

CHARITABLE CHECKOFF

“Katie Warren and Kelly Asbra from 
the OLSHF LEAP Optical Lab enjoyed 
presenting at District R Convention in 
Albany on February 6th and hanging 
out with the District R Lions, particu-
larly Dave Zech and Mike Skinner of 
Junction City Lions and Skip Volkmann 

of the Corvallis Mid-Valley Lions.”

Designate ALL or even a portion of your  
Oregon State tax refund to the  

Oregon Lions Sight & Hearing Foundation.
It’s as Easy as 1-2-3
1.  Prepare your 2015 Oregon taxes
2.  Receiving a refund?
3.  Look for the Charitable Checkoff section 
     and select #14

þ

Note: All contributions whether direct or through the  
Charitable Checkoff section are tax deductible in the year in 
which they are made to the fullest extent of the law.

You can change a life without ever 
opening your checkbook!

This event allowed pre-screened members of 
the homeless community to receive a full eye 
exam and eyeglasses when needed. 

Nearly 100 people were seen by the optical 
team, which consisted of volunteer doctors 
and medical students from Pacific Universi-
ty. Recipients became emotional when they 
found out they would receive vision assis-
tance. For many, it had been 5+ years since 
they had the opportunity to see well. In ad-
ditional to vision assistance, participants had 
access to nearly thirty free services including 
dental, flu shots, hearing screening, haircuts, 
and HIV testing. Participants were also treat-
ed to free meals all day as well as given ac-
cess to showers and hygiene items. 

Pacific University’s Dr. Sarah Martin consults  
with optical students before the event begins.  

DISTRICT R CONFERENCE 
HIGHLIGHT

75 people received VSP Mobile Eyes Gift  
Certificates at the Project Homeless 
Connect event held on January 29th 

at the Sonrise Church in Hillsboro. 
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 For the last several years the Hood River Eye 
Openers Lions Club has worked with the local 
community to raise funds for worthwhile causes.  
This past August the Club had the opportunity 

to serve two 
evenings 
meals at the 
Families in the 
Park event in 
Hood River 
where there 
was top-name 
entertainment 
along with 
food.  They 
were the main 
cooks for a 

fajita feed and then the next week for the more 
traditional hamburger and hot dog meals.  The 
results have allowed the Club to donate $1,000 
to the Hood River Valley Adult Center (HRVAC) 
in support of the Meals on Wheels program 
as well as continuing to fund other causes.  
Pictured above is District Governor and Club 
Treasurer Paul Zastrow, giving the check to 

Central Linn Lions Club Serving 
Community

 The Central Linn Lions Club continued 
planning for service activities for the Central 
Linn community during the meeting of January 
14 at the Spirit of the Valley Methodist Church 
of Halsey. Several of those activities for 2016 

include the Pioneer Picnic Parade management 
that begins with the meeting this week of the 
Pioneer Picnic Association. Also the Halsey 
Easter Egg Hunt is being held this year on 
March 26 in the Halsey City Park. The Lions 
work with the city on the event. Also, the Club 
will discuss making the Lions Club vison testing 
services available to the Central Linn School 
system if needed. 
 Lions Don and Wannell received an ice 
cream cake in honor of their 50th wedding 
anniversary, which was shared with all who were 
present. Also a bouquet of red roses was given 
to the couple.

Photo and article submitted by Don Ware

Central Linn Lions Club Officers are President Royal 
Kropf (holding Leo the Lion), Secretary Daniela Kropf, 
Vice President Lori Robertson and Treasurer Karen 
Scranage

Lion Receives Free Registration to 
36G Convention

      Lion Tim 
McGlothlin, 
President of 
The Dalles 
Lions, was 
the winner of 
the Publicity 
Award for an 
outstanding 
story submitted 
to The Oregon 
Lion in District 
G.  Lion Tim 
will receive free 
registration 

to the District G Convention in The Dalles on 
March 4.

Hood River Eye Openers Lions Club Gives Donation

Suzanne Van Orman, the Executive Director for 
HRVAC.  Meals on Wheels is a program serving 
nutritious hot meals to senior citizens, shut-ins 
and disabled individuals who cannot come to 
the Center for the regular hot congregate meals 
programs.
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One Worldwide Week of Service = 1.5 Tons of Food!
 It was a cold, windy and rainy Saturday in Washington County in the heart of District O on 
January 16. It was the last day of the most recent Lions Clubs International “World-Wide Week of 
Service” focused on Relieving the Hunger. It turned out to be a very busy and fulfilling day for two 
Lions Clubs. Both the Beaverton 
Lions and the Tualatin Lions planned 
non-perishable food drives for that 
Saturday. 

 The Beaverton Lions had 
partnered with the Wal-Mart 
Neighborhood Market several times 
and had enjoyed good successes. 
The Tualatin Lions had partnered 
with another grocery chain that had 
recently gone out of business for 
several years, but had never been 
too wildly successful. The Tualatin 
Lions took a clue from the Beaverton 
Lions and made arrangements with 
Wal-Mart.

        
     That Saturday brought a Pacific 
storm that drenched central Washington 
County and brought high winds. The 
Beaverton Lions posted a large cadre 
of members and friends at their Wal-
Mart while the Tualatin Lions posted up 
at the Tigard and the Sherwood Wal-
Marts. Both teams worked through the 
weather that day and learned about the 
giving hearts of Wal-Mart customers! 
The Tualatin Lions gathered 1,832 lbs. 
of food at their two locations and the 
Beaverton Lions broke their record 
with 1,272 lbs. at their single location! 
Together, both Clubs also raised $200 
in cash. 

     All of the proceeds from this effort went to the Washington County/Beaverton branch of the 
Oregon Food Bank.  The food and cash donated to the Oregon Food Bank works out as 2,069 
meals from the food and 450 meals from the cash. What the Lions gained from this long, wet 
Saturday was another lesson in how much more we can do when we work together and another 
great lesson in what good neighbors with giving hearts we all have.

submitted by PDG Brad King

2nd VDG Bert Diamond, Dale Rollins and Derek Sandel

Nora Thome, Bea Luchsinger, Phil King, PCC David Rich, Peg Tyo, 
Bruce Anderson and PCC Joyce Anderson
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Elgin Lions Hear About Cochlear Implants
     Eleven-year old Audrey and her father John Garlitz were guests at the Elgin Lions Club.  John 
and his wife Shannon learned their daughter, Audrey, was deaf at 22 months.  At 24 months, she 
received cochlear implants and because of the implants, Audrey is now able to hear through both 
ears.  John related that the implants give a “tiny” sound at first, but over time, the brain makes 
adjustments.  Audrey added that the implants are comfortable to wear, although she does not sleep 
with them. 
     Both John and Shannon have researched hearing 
and implants extensively, since all three of their children 
have had hearing difficulties.  Seven-year old Ian has 
also received implants and ten-year old Evan was 
also born with hearing problems.  “Although there is 

no evidence 
of hearing loss 
in our families 
prior to the birth 
of the children, 
heredity has to 
be a factor based 
on genetics.” John said.  The new implants have improved so 
much the last 20-30 years,” John noted.  “They are smaller 
with Bluetooth and can also be adjusted for direction, and 
phone connections. They make a waterproof jacket so 
Audrey can hear in the water.”

     Audrey has not been hampered by her hearing difficulties.  She has maintained a 3.89 grade 
point average as a sixth grader in the La Grande Middle School.  According to Audrey, she likes 
soccer, art and video games.  When asked about her long range goals, she responded,   “I would 
like to be a cook and open my own cafe.” 

 Elgin President Bob Thomas presented 
PDG Gerald Hopkins a GPS device to help him 
with his directional difficulties.

Past District Governor Gerald got his chance to 
use the GPS to get to District G convention

PDG Hopkins Gets GPS
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Director Discusses the Lion Follies
     “Forty Years of Magic” will be the title of this year’s Follies, to be held in Hood River April 15, 16, 
17 and 21, 22, 23.  There will also be a Sunday matinee at 2:00 on the 
17th.   Director Lion Bev Bridgewater stated that this year’s production 
represents some of the best scenes and music over the past 40 years.  
“All shows will be represented in some way, even if it just involves a 
character crossing the stage.”  Lion Bev knows the productions well.   
She has directed the Follies over the past 37 years.  Prior to that, Lion 
Bev was asked to direct the choreography for the first three years. “I 
miss that type of work and I miss the dance studio I had,” Lion Bev 
added.
     Some of the favorite productions have included Mash, Cheers, 
Broadway and Bonanza.  “We’re bringing back some of the best,” Bev 
said.
     Lion Bev stated the ticket costs will be $10 for adults and $8 for 
children.  However, those purchasing tickets in advance can save 
a dollar.  Lion Bev noted that the Follies are now recognized by the Lions Foundation and any 
donations are tax deductible.  Individuals and businesses are encouraged to advertise in the Lion 
program.

submitted by PDG Gerald Hopkins

     Annette Byrd was a recent guest speaker at 
the Elgin Lions Club.  Annette shared her history 
in the Elgin area, her experiences as an author 
and discussed her bookstore in downtown Elgin.
     Annette grew up in Elgin, attending school 

in grades 1-7, 
while her father 
worked as a 
logger.  She 
moved to 
Washington 
and then to  
Oklahoma to 
live with her 
aunt.   Another 
move took her 
to Dallas to 
attend the Dallas 
Bible College.  
Annette made 
a move to 
Minnesota where 

she went into broadcasting.  “I became a radio 
announcer and also wrote ads for the stations.”  
Because her love for reading, Annette took a 

Author Shares Experiences at Lion Meeting
position as librarian, as well as other jobs, in 
East Wenatchee, Washington.  “I enjoyed having 
reading programs for kids.  When I left, I had 
developed a program with 700 kids in reading at 
one time.”  
     “I returned to Cricket Flat, which I always 
considered my home,” Annette related.  “My 
parents were married at the church in Cricket 
Flat.”
     Annette continued with her love of writing 
while operating a small bookstore, Itty Bitty 
Video & Book Nook located inside All For You 
in downtown Elgin.  “I encourage others to 
write,” Annette related. “It is important for all to 
write down their stories.”  She also belongs to 
a women’s writing group in Wallowa County. “I 
love local history and to research stories about 
life.”
     Some of Annette’s humorous book titles 
include My Life as a Country Western Song, 
The Missionaries and the Dog and The 
Telephone Round-Robin Hullaballoo.  One of her 
inspirational books is Canyon of the Shadow of 
Death.

submitted by PDG Gerald Hopkins

Annette Byrd



Lion Brad King for 2016-2017 
MD36 Council Chair-Elect

 Greeting to all of the GREAT Lions of 
Multiple District 36! The Tualatin Lions 
Club wishes to announce its endorsement 
of Lion Brad King for the office of MD36 
Council Chair-Elect for the Lions Year of 
2016-2017. 
 Lion Brad has been a member of the 
Tualatin Lions Club since 2000, but that 
wasn’t Brad’s first exposure to Lions. 
Brad’s father, Beaverton Lion Phil King, 
joined just before Brad turned 5, (yes, 
that’s 52 years!). Brad grew up surrounded 
by Lions and understanding the motto 
and mission: “We Serve”. As a member 
of the Tualatin Lions, Brad has served as 
Secretary, Vice President and President as 
well as being directly involved in all of the 
Club’s service and fundraising activities. 
In 2011, Lion Brad served as Zone Chair 
and received an International President’s 
Certificate of Appreciation. The following 
year, Brad was elected District 36-O’s 
Second Vice District Governor, then first 
Vice District Governor and last year as 
District Governor. 
 During Lion Brad’s year as District 
Governor he was very busy helping and 
encouraging Lions to make good decisions 
about their Clubs with his brand of “Servant 
leadership”. The District GMT/GLT, working 
with DG Brad and the rest of the team, 
posted 2 new clubs and 2 new branch 
clubs and hosted numerous leadership 
training opportunities. As District Governor, 
Lion Brad was awarded an International 
President’s Medal.
 Lion Brad has attended two 
International Conventions and three USA/
Canada Lion’s Leadership Forums as well 
as multiple District and MD36 Conventions.
 Lion Brad’s “servant leadership” hasn’t 
been confined only to his activities in 
Lions. When Brad was in high school, he 

served as Defensive 
Captain of his 
football team and 
as Co-Captain of 
his wrestling team. 
While in college, 
Brad served several 
offices in his 
fraternity and was a 
recognized leader 
on the OSU Crew 
Team. In Brad’s 
professional career 
in law enforcement, 
Brad served as a communicator and leader 
in the community as well as within the police 
department. Brad was a crime prevention 
officer, patrol officer, detective and was a 
recognized “servant leader” in the department 
and community as a Sergeant, Lieutenant and 
Captain.
 Lion Brad also credits the development 
of his leadership style in part to his Lions 
mentors from all over MD36. All of this year’s 
Second Vice District Governors (2017-2018’s 
District Governors) have encouraged Lion 
Brad to run for their Council Chair.
 Lion Brad King is ready to take his “servant 
leadership” to the next level of service in the 
Multiple District as Council Chair with the 
energetic and eager-to-serve Council of 2017-
2018. Please share our support of Lion Brad 
King for MD36 Council Chair-Elect for 2016-
2017.
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